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(1) The extent that students are proficient in and have access to geography education;  

 
(2) The challenges that teachers face in providing geography education; 

 
(3) The role of the U.S. Department of Education with respect to geography education.  



U.S. National 
Geography Standards 

• In the United States, the content of geography curricula is 
determined by the states, not the federal government.  
 

• However, the U.S. federal government does provide the 
states with important guidance in the form of voluntary 
national standards for different subjects.  



Statements on the importance of geographical knowledge for sustaining the environment: 
 
As individuals and as members of society, humans face decisions on where to live,  
what to build where, how and where to travel, how to conserve energy,  
how to wisely manage scarce resources …. 
 
The geographically informed person is prepared to meet the challenges of  
understanding what is happening in the world, why it is happening in a particular  
locale, how those things might change in the future, and how to make geographically 
 informed and reasoned decisions. 
 
Geography … provides an ethical grounding for understanding the future of the  
Planet … a basis for people to cooperate in the best interests of the planet and the future. 
  
Geographic education enables students … to engage in ethical action with regard to  
self, other people, other species, and Earth’s diverse cultures and natural environments.  

Examples from  
Geography for Life: U.S. National Geography Standards  

What PDK does Geography provide? 





National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
Framework for K-12 Geography 





Problems! 
 

1) NAEP uses a different framework than U.S. Geography Standards 
 

2) Geography is primarily taught as a social science (social studies), but NAEP also 
tests knowledge and ability in spatial thinking and physical geography 

 
3) More than 50% of schools report Geography is limited to 10% of social studies 

classroom instruction (3-5 hours per week, of which only 18-30 minutes are 
dedicated to geography) 

 
4) Approximately 1.5 million teachers may be asked to teach geography; very few 

of them are subject-specialist teachers. 
 



Good news! New “Every Student Succeeds Act” (ESSA)  
includes several funding provisions for Geography. 

Amount = TBD! 



This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This Web site reflects the views only of the authors,  
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Given the U.S. context, how might we expand access to PDK in Geography? 
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